
Mrs. Sheila Harris
English Language Arts aka ELA
US History
Grade 8

Aug. 20, 2021

Dear Cajon Park Parents/Guardians:

As the 2021-22 school year begins. COVID 19 brings some lifestyle changes and challenges.  Although our
class setting will be quite different, our academic goals have not changed.   We will be engaged daily in
reading and writing activities, projects, and tasks to enhance our skills as students and 21st century learners.
We will be studying both English/language and history as critical thinkers, writers, and analysts while
navigating online. The district adopted ELA program, Amplify, and history program, Savvas (Pearson), are
accessible through the student ipads as well as from a laptop or desktop.
English Language Arts (ELA)
Novels, short stories, informational texts, and multiple online sources will be used throughout the year for
reading, note-taking, writing responses, research, and group discussions. Students will have many choices for
creating projects such as posters, oral skits, presentations, videos, text annotations, and responses to posts
and polls. Expect your student to use a variety of web-based programs and apps such as Google Docs, Google
Classroom, Notability, Sheets, Meet, Popplet (to name a few) to store in-progress and completed assignments.

United States History
The US History units begin with the colonization of the Americas and continue through reconstruction of the
Civil War, with emphasis on the many conflicts/wars that have shaped our nation from past to present day.
Major historical events, primary source documents, and historical figures from the 1600’s to the early 1900’s
will be covered in detail as well as making connections and correlations to current events.  Participation in
debates, assimilations, presentations, and activities will provide students with numerous opportunities to utilize
their knowledge of history.

For both subjects students will have progress monitoring assessments (to measure growth during the duration
of the learning) as well as performance assessments (to measure growth after a longer amount of learning
time) to establish increasing levels of proficiency. Assessments on content consist of written responses,
presentations, oral participation, and collaboration with others for both Language Arts and History.

MATERIALS FOR SUCCESS FOR US History and ELA

· a three-ring binder with sections,

· 2 spiral notebooks OR a spiral and composition book

· colored pencils and/or markers,

· pens or pencils, highlighters(at least 2)

· student planner- GIVEN TO STUDENTS



*Through communication and creative problem solving we can support students (and/or families) who inform
us about not being able to get supplies.  Please reach out. Specifically, our wonderful PTSA has again provided
planners for all students to organize them for success. The planner is used to write down homework
assignments, important events, and specific notations. For most parents this is a quick and convenient way to
keep track of assigned work.

When students are absent, they must complete any missed work that was assigned.  In fact, it’s best when
students do not wait to get missed information, assignments, and any clarification needed from their teachers.
I also encourage students to choose one or two homework buddies to contact if out of class. Most
assignment information will be available online via Google Classroom.

With the free times kiddos have I encourage reading: graphic novels, non-fiction (i.e. Eye Witness, sports
biographies), audiobooks, gaming magazines, the restaurant menu, whatever! Additionally, studying will be
required for proficiency of concepts as this is a standard practice in both high school and college. If students
are present, actively participating, and engaged in learning, studying will not be difficult!  To be successful as a
21st century learner, students must attend class, be tuned-in and involved.  Supportive parents can be
informed and involved by checking: Powerschool /grades online, the student planner, assignments, and
google classroom.

If you have any questions or concerns, the best way to contact me is through my email at
sheila.harris@santeesd.net or you may also leave a message on my school voicemail at 619-956-2458.
Together I know we can help make your child’s school year a fun and successful year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Sheila Harris

sheila.harris@santeesd.net
PLEASE email me to confirm that you have read this information.
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